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October  2018                                                              Newsletter 
 

Chute Lake Elementary  

5240 Lark Street, Kelowna, BC  250-870-5139  www.cle.sd23.bc.ca 

 

  

Dear Parents,  

 
Welcome to October, the month of Thanksgiving!  We have so much to be 
grateful for, as it's been a very positive start to the new school year!  Thank you to 
parents for your overwhelming support and to our fantastic teachers, support staff 
and students for doing such a great job settling into the routines of school.   
 
A big welcome to our newest teachers Mrs. Goett, Mrs. Kang and Mrs. McClellan.  
Also, we are happy to have Cori Nicolai and Pamela Robertson (student Interns 
from UBC-O) joining us! 
 
We are excited to have Janice Keirstead Hennig water colour artist returning to 
work with every student in our school.  Art Cards will be made available for 
purchase and an upcoming open house celebrating the art will occur later this 
fall.  Thank you to our school PAC for sponsoring our artist in residence!  More 
information will be coming to you later in the fall. 
 
Annual Magazine Fundraiser We have begun our annual Magazine Fundraiser 
which runs until Oct. 26th . This fundraiser helps support our costs to bring Arts 
initiatives at our school including 'Artist in residence' programs, which include 
whole school fine arts opportunities. Students have brought home a brochure 
explaining how to order new subscriptions or renewals.  It’s a great Christmas 
present! This year the magazines will again be purchased through QSP, a highly 
respected company that delivers this program across North America. The school 
code for ordering for CLE is 3749363. The website for ordering is www.qsp.ca.  We 
are looking forward to your continued support of this initiative that encourages 
reading and supports important school activities. Thank you.  
 
Terry Fox Run We had a great annual Terry Fox Run at CLE. Thank you for your 
donations – we'll let you know next month how much our school community 
collected!  

As Thanksgiving approaches, I’m reminded how 
fortunate we all are to be a part of the CLE 
community. Together we make a huge difference 
in the lives of children!   

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving weekend!  

Brenda Kirsch 

  

Dates to know in 
October: 

• Wednesday 
October 3:  student 
photo day 
 

• Friday, Oct. 5:  
Administrative 
Implementation Day 
(no school) 
 

• Monday, Oct. 8: 
Thanksgiving 
 

• Tuesday Oct. 31: 
Halloween 
Extravaganza!  
Parade & Pumpkin 
Carving 

 

We are hiring!   
We have a vacancy 
for a (paid) Noon Hour 
Supervisor (worfaking 
11:00-12 each day).  If 
you are interested, 
please stop by the 
office for an 
application form. 

http://www.cle.sd23.bc.ca/


Halloween Extravaganza!   

Watch for an email/text coming soon with a link to sign-up for parent volunteers needed for 
the Halloween Extravaganza on Tuesday October 31st! 

Parents - Appointments/Early Pick-up 

With our school communities, there are many times that students are not in their classrooms, 
and are actually divided into groups and scattered throughout the school or doing a collaboration block 
with many other students.  If you have to pick up your child early for an appointment, etc. may we suggest 
you try to ensure, whenever possible, that pick-up is pre-arranged, and done at a natural break – 11:00-12:00 
is our lunch hour, and 1:40-1:55 is our whole-school afternoon recess.  And, as a reminder, please always sign 
your child out (and back in, if applicable) at the clipboard in the office.  Thanks for your help on this! 

Thanks to all parents for ensuring the office is informed of absences – please don't only let the teacher know 
as then they have to pass on that information to the office.  Please cc: us on any emails (cle@sd23.bc.ca), 
or phone the attendance line.  Looks like the "Safe Arrival App" will be coming before the end of 2018!    

Students Leaving Campus 

We'd like to remind parents that, like all elementary schools in our district, we are a closed campus. This 
means that students must have permission to leave the school site during the day. In keeping with the 
protocols at other district schools, we will only be providing forms for permission to be off campus at lunch to 
those students who are going home for lunch. Should you wish your child to walk home unattended for 
lunch, forms are available at the office to indicate to us that you are giving permission for this to happen. 
Please note that this is not to release students to visit local businesses or the coffee shop.  Please contact the 
office for further information. 

October Field Trips 

We have a number of exciting field trips in October!  Thank you to the Chute Lake PAC 
for subsidizing the cost of our field trips.  A reminder to parents that we encourage 
everyone to add funds to MyWallet in School Cash Online so you can quickly and easily 
pay the field trip fees (even when it's only $2!).  This helps us immensely – thanks in 
advance for your support.  https://centralokanagan.schoolcashonline.com/ 

We ask that all field trip fees be paid before the field trip date.  Please note that we do 
our best to refund fees to students who end up being absent for a field trip.   

 

What's New Educationally at Chute Lake? 

Please see Mrs. Kirsch's article at the end of our newsletter on what is new at our school this year!   

Grade 6 Volleyball 

A big thanks to Mrs. Guidi Swan, Mrs. Richardson and Mr. Larkin for starting up volleyball this year!  Games 
and practices will be starting soon!   

https://centralokanagan.schoolcashonline.com/
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Library News:  

Wow—October already.  September was so busy and exciting 
around the library learning commons at CLE and here we are at 
October!  In October, we will celebrate our annual Drop Everything 
and Read Day.  On October 22, we request that all of our CLE 
community bring one of their favourite books to school and dress in 
their jammies.  Just before lunch on that day we will drop 
everything we are doing and spend twenty minutes enjoying our 
books.  This day was created to celebrate school libraries around 
Canada.  We are so fortunate to have our amazing school library 
so please come ready to celebrate on that day!.   

Allergies at School:  

We have a number of students at CLE with life-threatening food allergies.  
We ask that parents be mindful of any information that has come home 
from your child's classroom teacher.  We also remind you that we have 
many shared spaces outside of the classroom (including the playground, 
loft, library and gym) and we need to keep these areas safe as well.   

Current anaphylactic allergies include: eggs, nuts, sesame, mustard and 
fish.   

Please encourage your children to wash their hands and not share/trade food!  Thank you. 

  



 

October 2018 

               

We have finished a very successful school year and are off to another great one!  In the spring we 
interviewed a large random proportion of our students and found: 

• 99% of our students say they have two or more adults in the building who believe they will be a 
success in life. 

• Students feel more connected, happier and have a sense of belonging. 
• Learning is more personalized and learner-centered. 
• Students are focused on growing their competencies 
• There are more opportunities for the development of social/emotional skills. 
• There are more opportunities to connect with caring adults/teachers. 
• Students are more excited and interested in learning. 
• Students can use our strength-based reporting language and explain where they are at with their 

learning and what their next steps are. 

Chute Lake is a Leader in Educational Innovation: 

This year we continue to dive deeper into helping children learn through inquiry.  Using critical thinking skills, 
inquiry based learning and focusing on the basics allows our students to thrive in a relevant and exciting 
manner.  This year we are one of four schools in SD#23 that is a Learning Hub.  This means our school will host 
other teachers from within the district and around the province to learn from and alongside our educators. 
We will also receive ongoing support from our district's Instructional Leadership Team to continue to improve 
in our teaching practice so that learning for our students is constantly enhanced.  By sharing what we have 
learned, we have become leaders in our field. 

 Learning Communities: 

We continue to work in Professional Learning Communities, which gives all our educators the opportunity to 
improve the learning environment of our children.  Learning communities allow teachers to design, teach 
and reflect on their practice in rich ongoing discussions.  Teachers have the ability to work in combined 
groupings or just with their students.  Rich instructional opportunities are then created providing students with 
more voice and choice in their learning.  Teachers are then able to meet individual student needs and to 
discuss how to improve student learning.  

Collaborating also allows our students opportunities to be mixed in rich educational experiences with others 
students and educators.  

Why our students love Learning Communities: 

• the power of collaboration- more heads are better than one for creativity, idea generation and 
sharing of explicit thinking (many more adults and students to connect with) 

• more flexibility- allows for more differentiated instruction.  Students are more engaged because they 
have voice and choice and feel in control of their learning 

• students are empowered- they learn to make decisions and solve problems on their own 
• students feel like they are a part of something special 
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Our teaching is based on seven learning principles (OECD, 2017)   

These principles were founded after a ten-year meta-analysis of learning in schools and the workplace: 

1. We make learning central to the students; we design teaching and learning around what we know 
about children, their development and what they are telling us about their learning. 

2. Learning is social and we encourage cooperative work. 
3. We are in tune with students Social-Emotional learning, mindset, and motivation and how this affects 

their day 
4. We are sensitive to learner differences and know that  
5. We challenge learners- not too little and not too much and that we recognize hard work and effort. 
6. We work to provide clear expectations and descriptive feedback on an ongoing and regular basis. 
7. We promote connections across subjects, community and the wider world. 

You may have noticed our flexible seating throughout the building because: 

• It builds independence- students learn what works for them and build the skills they need to make 
decisions and solve problems. 

• It's personalized- students choose what works for them. 
• It allows for built-in movement/brain breaks. 
• It still allows for quiet, independent learning.  

We follow the BC redesigned curriculum 

Our curriculum reflects the world-wide expectation of today and beyond. Our curriculum has both core 
subject and core competencies:  communication, creative thinking, critical thinking, positive personal and 
cultural identity, personal awareness and responsibility and social responsibility. The emphasis on the core 
competencies is what drives us. 

We believe that communicating student learning using portfolios (i.e. Freshgrade) enables to refine the 
student's competencies on a regular basis. 

We are also in alignment with BC Quality Assessment Practices and are working towards a strength based 
rating scale encouraging students in their learning.  We continue to strive for improvement in this area of our 
reporting. 

We value parental involvement and have had many opportunities for parents to come into our school in an 
instructional capacity (Learning In Depth for example).  This has been very honouring of student 
achievement as well as their social and emotional success.  We highly value all parental involvement and 
volunteering in our school.  Parents work tirelessly in our school to enrich students, staff and families. We 
thank you immensely for everything you do for our school. 

 If you have any questions about your child's learning please email your child's teacher or feel free to call the 
office to make an appointment.  Lindsey Hamilton (vice-principal) and I are also very happy to meet with 
parents and discuss educational matters at any time.  

 Please watch our newest video, found on the website or here, describing our wonderful school. 

Sincerely, 

Brenda Kirsch 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16jnm1zyAI1RM-BcGHV0uw-DblRuHzboQ/view?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 

Oct 1 
 
SCHOOL FEES DUE 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hot Lunch: Wrap Zone 

3 

STUDENT 
PHOTO DAY 

4 
 

Firehouse Visit 
 K-3 8:30 

 
 
 
 
 
Hot Lunch: Chicken Strips 

5 
 
IMPLEMENTATION 

DAY 
NO SCHOOL 

 

6 

7 8 
 

Thanksgiving 
No SCHOOL 

 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hot Lunch: Jugo Juice 

10 

 
Cultural 

Performance 
12:30 

 
 
 

11 
 
Petraroia/Capozzi 
FT to McMillan 
Pumpkin Patch  
12-2:15 
 
 
 
 
Hot Lunch: Mucho Burrito 

12 
 
Kang, Goett & 
McClellan FT to 
McMillan Pumpkin 
Patch 10-12 

13 

14 
 
SCREAM program 
begins  
(Dreamcatcher 
Community) 

15 16 
 
 
 
 
Fruit & Veggie 
Delivery:  Apples 
 
 
Hot Lunch: Sushi 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hot Lunch: Pizza 

19 
 
 

Pro-D Day 

20 

21 22 
 

D.E.A.R. 
Drop Everything 

and Read 
(and wear your PJs 

to school!) 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
Kindergarten Vision 
Screening 
 
Hot Lunch: Chopped Leaf 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
Kindergarten Vision 
Screening 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hot Lunch: Hot Dogs 

26 
 
 

27 

28 29 30 
 
 
 
 
Fruit & Veggie 
Delivery:  peppers 
 
 
Hot Lunch: Subway 

31 
 
HALLOWEEN 
EXTRAVAGANZA 

 

Art with Janice 

Art with 
Janice 

Art with Janice 
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