
 
CLE NEWSLETTER | November 2019 

 

November 2019                                           Newsletter 
 

         Chute Lake Elementary 

                                        5240 Lark Street, Kelowna, BC  250-870-5139  www.cle.sd23.bc.ca 

  

 

Our Remembrance 
Day assembly will be 
on Friday Nov. 8th at 
10:30 am. We 
encourage all students 
who are members of 
beavers, cubs, scouts, 
sparks, brownies or 
guides to wear their 
uniforms for this 
assembly. We also 
welcome parents and 
family members to 
attend. 
  

Coming up in 
November…                        

Tuesday November 5 
Photo Retakes 

Friday November 8  
Remembrance Day 
Assembly 10:30 am (all 
welcome) 

Monday November 11  
Remembrance Day.  No 
school. 

Saturday November 23 
CLE PAC's Winter Market  

 

Principal's Message: 
Thank you to all the volunteers who helped make our annual pumpkin carving 
and costume parade on Halloween a BIG success!! We could not undertake a 
school wide activity like this without the support of our dedicated and 
enthusiastic parents. Special thanks to Sarah Parmar and Jodie Sieben for 
organizing this event. See our Twitter page for some photos! 

Please help support our school with our upcoming Poinsettia fundraiser.  
Unfortunately, there is no longer a magazine fundraiser available to us in 
Western Canada.  The funds we generate support our artistic endeavors 
and guest speakers/authors. These speaker and author visits to our school 
provide rich learning opportunities for our students.  Please help us with our 
school initiative so that we can continue to offer these amazing 
opportunities for our students. 

We hope you had an opportunity to check out our school learning plan 
located on our school website.  We have had a wonderful time continuing 
our culture of critical thinking and deeper learning this fall.  Our entire 
school is working in learning communities, which all have unique names 
created by the children and teachers.  With our learning communities 
comes improved achievement and a better method of communicating 
student learning.  Our staff collaborate to better understand their learners' 
strengths and needs and continue to innovate better ways to engage and 
stretch students learning.  Many of our staff will use Fresh Grade, Google or 
another form of portfolio to demonstrate students' understanding and 
growth throughout the term and the year.  We use growth-based language 
to help students explicitly understand and articulate what they know as 
well as the next steps needed to improve.   Feel free to contact your child's 
teacher if you have any questions. 

As a school community, we have chosen the theme of wellness, which 
looks holistically at all aspects of health (i.e. emotional, social, physical, 
spiritual) for each individual. We are one of four pilot schools integrating 
strategies to help students understand the connection between their 
physical bodies and emotional reactions.  Our work is based on the 
research of CASEL and is supported by our District Learning Team.   

Brenda Kirsch, Principal 
 

 

https://twitter.com/LakeChute
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Hot Lunch Program - THANK YOU! 

Please remember to say a big thanks to our parents who volunteer their 
time for our lunch program.  Our program is our largest school fundraiser, 
which helps us off-set costs for field trips, guest speakers, technology, 
physical equipment, social emotional learning opportunities and much 
more.   

These are the fantastic parents who prep food and also make homemade soups on-site: 

• Peggy Herd, Carlie Welters, Olga Bidewell, Anita Johal, Sarah Matheson, Denine Brownlee 

And these ladies not only do their own grocery shopping, but the Hot Lunch shopping too: 

• Jessica McBain, Michelle Surminsky 

Our lunch delivery set-up is an important part of the program.  These ladies help each week to 
make it a smooth process in getting lunches to the kids: 

• Robyn Bernicot, Raegan Elder, Jessica Markus, Jamie Tomlinson, Vicky Bachelder,  
Angela Mock, Michelle Whalen, Laura Buschel 

We also couldn't do it without the support of parents who are able to come deliver lunch just once 
or twice a week (or a month!).  Thank you for volunteering your time when you can. 

Without these volunteers there would be no lunch program!   It exists because of the dedication 
and support of many parents.  Thank you to all who put in tremendous volunteer hours throughout 
the year! 

Primary Christmas Concert 

Save the date!  Thursday, December 12 is our 
Primary Christmas Concert.  There will be an 
afternoon show at 12:30 pm, and an evening 
show at 5:30 pm.  If you can't make it that day, 
we will also have a dress rehearsal on 
Wednesday December 11 and you are 
welcome to attend then, along with the rest of 
our students.   

After a very successful first year, we will again 
have our Grade 4/5 students with a Salvation 
Army kettle bell at the entrance to both shows.  
Admission to the concert is by donation – 
thank you! 

    Watch for information coming soon on how to  
    reserve your seats.    
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Holiday Plants Fundraiser! 

If you plan to purchase poinsettias or holiday plants for the Christmas season, may we suggest you 
do so via our school fundraiser!? 

The school is running a holiday plants fundraiser (instead of our annual magazine fundraiser).  OKM 
has done this as a grad fundraiser for many years through the same company and we can assure 
you that the plants are of excellent quality!  If you wish to purchase, the items have been added in 
School Cash Online for you to order by November 20.  Pick-up at CLE will be on Tuesday 
December 3.    Here is a preview of items available: 

 

 

  

https://centralokanagan.schoolcashonline.com/
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PAC / School  – Who Does What?! 

We know it can be confusing… we have many activities that are run by the PAC (Parent Advisory 
Council) or the school.  Here's a snapshot: 

PAC (Parent Advisory Council) 
Every parent in the school is a member 
of the PAC!  The Executive is made up 
of a group of parent volunteers who 

meet monthly (last Wednesday of 
each month) 

 
- Hot Lunch Program (Tue/Thu) 
- Family photo fundraiser  
- Carnival (May) 
- Family Dance 
- Movie Nights 
- Art Gala  
- Spirit Wear 
- Purdy's chocolates fundraiser 
 
PAC Website and hot lunch site 
(register for an account even if you 
don't order hot lunch): 

www.clesharks.ca 
 
If you have any questions or problems 
with hot lunch or any questions 
regarding above, contact: 
 

chutelakeparents@gmail.com 
 

School: 
There's lots of information on our website!  Check our 
calendar too as we have many events added already, 
all the way to June 2020. 
 
- We collect all money for Field trips, and school fees.  

Each student has an account on School Cash 
Online:  
https://centralokanagan.schoolcashonline.com/ 

- We process Criminal Records Checks  for volunteers 
- Individual School Photos (fall) 
- School fundraiser (fall) – this year is "Holiday Plants". 
- Christmas Concert tickets 
- Spring Musical tickets 
 
* we often use our email and text system to remind 
parents about PAC events.   
 

Contact info: 
www.cle.sd23.bc.ca or email cle@sd23.bc.ca or call 
the school at 250-870-5139.  Looking for the email of 
your child's teacher?  Click here 
 
**important!  Please ensure you let us know if you 
change your phone, email or address!* 

Library News 

It was an awesome October in the library.  A huge 
thanks to all of our school community who 
participated in DEAR day.  On Monday, October 
21st we wore our jammies, brought our favourite 
books and dropped everything to enjoy reading.  
This day is celebrated all around BC and is 
focused on gratitude for our school libraries.  It was 
a wonderful day!  Many thanks to all the parents 
who helped to make our Halloween Extravaganza 

another huge success.  So many costumes and fantastic jack o 
lanterns.  Thanks to everyone for their support. 

 

Scent Free @ CLE 
Many people (including 
some of our staff) are 
sensitive or allergic to the 
chemicals in perfumes, and 
scented products.  We ask 
that you respect our “Scent 
Free Building” policy and 
refrain from wearing 
perfumes and colognes if 
you will be entering the 
building for meetings, 
student pick-up, classroom 
volunteering, assemblies 
and concerts.  Thank You! 
 

 

http://www.clesharks.ca/
mailto:chutelakeparents@gmail.com
https://centralokanagan.schoolcashonline.com/
http://www.cle.sd23.bc.ca/
mailto:cle@sd23.bc.ca
http://www.cle.sd23.bc.ca/Contact/directory/Pages/default.aspx


 
CLE NEWSLETTER | November 2019 

A message from the Big White Ski Program 

Registration for the Big White After School Program (for Gr. 4 and up) 
is now live!  Click the link to be redirected to the registration page.  
Big White After School Program  

This is an extremely discounted program that offers students the 
chance to get outside and learn how to ski and snowboard, or 

practice new skills if they are already involved in the sport.  The special early bird price of $170.00 
gives students 3 nights of round trip transportation, 3 meals, 3 lessons and 3 lift tickets. Families must 
register before December 15th to take advantage of the early bird price.   We love seeing 
children and youth outside after school and staying healthy and active. An active brain is a 
healthy brain. Thank you for your support of this program. 

Fall Run Club 

We had a great fall Running Club again this year!  Congratulations to both our Run for Fun and 
Half-Marathon groups, who showed great commitment over the last few weeks!  Special 
congratulations to the following runners who met their goal of 21 kms: 

Grade 4:        Grade 5:                                           

Addison Lindsay 
Laura Glover 
Adrian Pagnotta 
Mei-Viz Lou 
Cash McKenna 
Navidu Hewage 
Dheeraj Rajkumar 
Ella Fisher 

Jack Shannon 
Amelia Ahn Lou 
Cole Drescher 
Tayla Reiter 
Chloe Larson 
Brayden Haines 
Zoe Burnett 
Evi Wilde 
Lachlan Ockelton 
Jessica Walker 
Will Fuhrmann 

Safe Arrival App 

Thank you to all families for continuing to use the Safe Arrival app.  To clarify – the 
Safe Arrival app simply replaces having to call in/email an absence.  As such, we ask 
that you still sign-in/out at the office clipboard when your child arrives/departs early.  
Also, as an elementary school we typically use the app software for the morning 
attendance only.  It does not usually get checked later in the day for anyone 

reporting an early departure (this feature is mostly used at middle/high schools).   

 

http://www.bigwhite.com/ski-school-rentals/camps-special-programs/after-school-programs
http://www.bigwhite.com/ski-school-rentals/camps-special-programs/after-school-programs
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Parents new to Chute Lake Elementary:  Why do we Communicate  
Student Learning through Growth Based Language? 

BC's "re-designed" curriculum has changed with the times, to a competency-driven, concept- 
based approach to learning. It's no longer a content-driven way of learning, but a model that 
emphasizes understanding, knowledge and skills. With this change of emphasis to deeper 
learning also comes a change in how we report on student learning. Our assessment practices 
need to make sense to students and be timely (in the moment). We know from current research 
that students learn best collaboratively, through engaging, relevant and meaningful tasks 
which may integrate subject matter and also happen in  various environments. We 
continually assess students with feedback that helps them to improve and grow. We 
want students to engage in meaningful learning experiences, take ownership of their 
learning and be able to describe the process of how they best learn.  In fact, we want 
students to be able to say: 

• "I know what I am learning and why it is important." 
• "I can self-reflect and articulate where I am in my learning." 
• "I can select and provide evidence that best represents what I am in my learning." 
• "I can give and receive feedback to understand how to take the next steps in my learning." 
• "I know how I learn best and actively seek opportunities to grow." 

 
Ultimately, we want parents also to be well informed about their child's progress. Our goal is to 
communicate with parents in an on-going fashion. Currently this is taking various forms as we 
evolve in our communication skills. Many of our teachers report to parents in an on-going way 
with "Fresh Grade and Google (e-portfolios)" and other staff members are using more of a paper 
portfolio method as they also transition to an electronic platform.  Each portfolio is a purposeful 
collection of a child's work showcasing their learning and growth. 

At Chute Lake we are in alignment with Ministry expectations and we have created a report 
card that uses strength-based language. We will be focusing on competencies, the learning 
standards and communicating student growth in an explicit manner throughout the year. The 
ways we will communicate learning: 
 
• Student-led conferences 
• Parent/teacher meetings 
• Written interim reports 
• Communication through student portfolios (written/electronic) 
• Authentic samples and celebrations of student learning 
  



 
CLE NEWSLETTER | November 2019 

Our Strengths-Based Rating Scale: 

• Acquiring- student requires teacher direction and support to acquire skill 
• Developing- student is learning to practice and apply skill with some teacher support 
• Refining-Student is refining skills with increasing consistency and independence 
• Mastering- student consistently and independently demonstrates competence in applying skills 
• Extending- student takes ownership and self-initiates innovative use of skills 

 
 

 

Descriptive feedback guides learners to improve outcomes by developing next steps in the 
learning journey.  Just a note - our strength-based language does not equate to letter grades.  
Extending for instance is not equitable to an A and is expressive of a student who has gone well 
above and beyond in passionately learning about something of interest.  All of us may have 
opportunities to "Master" various areas of learning, but we may "Extend" in a particular area far less 
frequently.  "Extending" comes after you have fully mastered something and is the ladder to life-
long learning. 

When we extend in our learning we take ownership to seek further knowledge and create and/or 
apply it to something new.  Extending is something we all work towards with a passion or interest; it 
is self-initiated, based in our continual growth and learning.  This is a part of having a growth-mind 
set.  We try to help students understand that even if they are strong achievers they may wish to go 
extremely deep in their learning to further an area of great interest or passion outside of regular 
classroom activities.  

To truly be 21st century ready, the skill sets we need to instill in students are about creativity 
critical thinking, and developing a growth mindset. 

Please view our video on the school website on our assessment practices if you would like to learn 
more. 
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