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Principal's Message 

As we head into Spring Break, we'd like to say thank you to our parents for your continued 

support of your children's learning and your ongoing involvement in the life of our school.  Your 

support makes CLE a great place to be for all of us.  Special thanks to: 

* our hot lunch program coordinators and all of the parents who commit time weekly to sorting    
  and delivering our hot lunches to 20 classrooms!! 
* all of our parent volunteers driving, reading, guest speaking during LiD, supporting electives.  

  and helping make our school a vibrant community. 
* our CEA staff who help all of our students and staff!! 
* Mrs. Richardson and Mr. Archambault for coaching our basketball teams this season. 
* Mrs. Hoek and Mrs. Miller for all their hard work preparing for the intermediate musical. 

* Mrs. Guidi Swan for organizing, and our teaching staff for volunteering to run intramurals. 
* All our teachers who create engaging and exciting opportunities in their classrooms!  

On February 21st we all wore orange for Harmony Day.  We celebrated diversity, building 

resilience, standing up for what is right and focusing on love and peace during our Harmony 

Day Assembly. We highlighted the importance of tolerance, courageously doing what is right and 

standing up for those being mistreated. We are also excited to be celebrating "Inclusivity" of all 
our students on March 5th at our 10:10 a.m. assembly.  Please join us!  

School News: Congratulations to our 'Lego Robotics' team who competed in the district competition 

for the third time. The CLE students represented our school very well and the learning along the 

way was fantastic. A great example of critical and creative thinking!! 

School, Community Learning Plan Update: Last Winter/Spring our SCLP team (i.e. parents, teachers, 

administrators, support staff) scanned all students, staff and surveyed parents for feedback about 
what was going on for our learners at school.  We took the feedback, created school goals and 

implemented changes this year to enhance our students' learning experiences.  We are going to 

do a follow-up survey of our students after Spring Break to gain a further understanding of what 
is working well for student learning this year.  Please see our School Learning Plan (website) for 

further details of our school learning journey this year.  Please see our most recent video 

describing some learning experiences for your children at CLE this year!   

Looking towards the future: If you are a parent of a 3 or 4 year old we will inviting you to our 

Early Learning for Families evening on Wednesday, April 25th.  Best wishes to all of our families 
for a very safe Spring Break during the month of March! 

 

  Sincerely, Brenda Kirsch 

Dates to know in March 

Monday March 5 

Inclusion Assembly 10:10 am 

Friday March 16 

End period for Kindergarten 

and new student registration 

(all documents due to office). 

Term 2 Report Cards home 

March 19-April 2 

Spring Break/Easter Monday!  

First day back at school is 

Tuesday April 3 

STAY IN THE LOOP… 

Have you signed up for 

text alerts?  It's an 

awesome tool for 

reminders & emergencies.  

Text Y to 978338 (make 

sure your cell # is on file 

with the school's database) 

EXTENDED spring break? 

Are you leaving early for 

spring break?  Please let 

the office know so that we 

can enter the date(s) into 

our attendance program 

in advance! cle@sd23.bc.ca 

 

 

http://www.cle.sd23.bc.ca/
mailto:cle@sd23.bc.ca
mailto:cle@sd23.bc.ca
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Our registration period is almost over and we have begun our planning for the 2018-19 school year.   

If your family will be moving from the area and/or your children will not be attending  

Chute Lake next year, please let us know as soon as possible.   

Each spring we take great care in creating balanced classes for the following year.  We often get parent requests 
in many different forms (emails, letters, phone calls or conversations with teachers).  This year, we will be providing 
parents with a form to complete instead – this will be available in April.   

If you plan to make a request, please keep in mind that only sound educational factors will be considered for 
classroom placement. We respectfully ask that parents avoid requests with specific teachers’ or classmates’ names; 
rather, it is more helpful to understand the learning environment that you feel is best for your child.  

We consider the following criteria when deciding how the classes should best be organized: 

 learning styles and needs  social groupings 

 instructional groupings  academic achievement 

 previous placement history  parent recommendations 

 class composition  behaviour concerns 

 gender balance  teacher and school-based team recommendations 

 class size  

Due to many placement factors, as well as Ministry requirements, please understand that we cannot guarantee that 
we will be able to honour your request, but it will certainly be taken into consideration. 

Soon the snow will be melting and Spring will be in the air! Finally!! We are very excited that 
the bulbs in the School Garden will be blooming soon. In October, Mrs. Henderson and Mrs. 
Jaschke’s classes planted daffodil bulbs with the Planting a Promise program in pots beside the 
garden beds. Bulbs were generously donated from Buckerfields in West Kelowna.  Students 
learned about the bulbs, and the many varieties of daffodils, in the fall and will study their 
growth this Spring. This is one pretty flower that the deer won’t eat! A big thank you to the 
Earth Rangers fund for providing us with the pots and soil for planting.
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by Tracey Beckett

As a parent to a child with an identified disability, I think about inclusion every day. 

After watching my daughter participate in inclusive classrooms for the past 8 years, here are a few things I’ve 
come to learn and understand from a parents perspective about supporting Abby, 
and other students with developmental disabilities, in the inclusive learning 
environment. 

Successful inclusion requires determination from parents, strong school leadership, 

and support from the school-based teams. 

Parents play a critical advocacy role by helping schools understand their child. No 
one will advocate for your child like you! 

When parents are valued as equal team players and are included in the collaborative process of their child’s 
education plan, trusting partnerships can be formed. This trust translates into many positive outcomes for your child 
- most importantly, it puts your child’s interests at the centre of the decision-making process. 

Being inclusive teaches ALL students the benefits of student diversity and how to live with, and learn from 

differences — I believe this is one of the most important life skills any child will take out into the community and the 
world. 

The process of inclusion has been a learning journey for our family, it hasn’t always been easy, or without tension, 
but I am deeply grateful for the relationships developed over the years and the support Abby has received at 
Chute Lake Elementary.

It's been a year since our litterless lunch challenge… are you still doing your part to reduce waste in the lunch kit?  

We recommend the following tips for making a litterless lunch: 

 Bring re-usable containers or use these cool beeswax wraps: https://canada.abeego.com/  

 Re-use plastic Ziploc bags 

 Don’t bring any packaged food items to school.  Buy in bulk and put in containers. 

 Bring water instead of juice boxes (healthier too!) 

Here are some other ideas… https://www.facebook.com/officialgoodful/posts/1999772120093244 

 

 

https://canada.abeego.com/
https://www.facebook.com/officialgoodful/posts/1999772120093244


   

www.cle.sd23.bc.ca  Page 4 of 5 

   
 

A huge thank you to all of you for your support during this years' Scholastic Book Fair.  The fair was a huge 
success!  We raised over $1700 that will be used to bring amazing authors and illustrators to 
our school.  Our school library also received over $600 worth of free books.  WOW!  The 
Scholastic Book Fair would not be possible without all of our volunteer parents who helped 
with set-up, take down and selling.  ,Also several students helped so a big thanks to them as 
well.   

On the note of author visits, on Monday March 5th our Grade 5 community will travel to a 
local theatre to hear famous Canadian author Kenneth Oppel speak.  Mr Oppel is an 
award-winning author from Toronto who has written over twenty books for our middle 
year students.  The Central Okanagan Teacher Librarian's Association is sponsoring this 
event so a huge thanks to them for making this happen.  Over 3000 School District #23 
students will listen and learn from Mr. Oppel during the first week of March.  Thanks also 
to our PAC for helping with the bussing costs of this field trip.  If you and your children 
are interested in seeing Mr. Oppel speak please note that there will be a FREE 
presentation and book signing at Third Space Coffee on Wednesday, March 7th and all 
are welcome (see attachment for more info).   

Watch for some information coming home with report cards on how we will be moving our 
main, patrolled, student crosswalk to be further down Quilchena, by our basketball courts.  This 
should alleviate some of the congestion in the busy intersection of Quilchena, McCarren and the 
crosswalk as the cars exit our drive thru, and help with the flow of traffic during the busy 
drop off and pick-up times.  As always, we ask for your support in helping keep our students 
safe!!  

Congratulations to the CLE Robotics Team on their work at the 2018 

Sumobot Competition! CLE sent 43 students in 15 teams. Although we 

didn't win the competition, one team came in 5th overall, and our 

ENTIRE TEAM was given a trophy for having the BEST School Spirit! 

Way to go, Chute Lake! Thank you to Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Hamilton and Mr. 

Chalmers for running the program. 
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In an attempt to increase our 

communication with parents, we are running 

another contest this month!  Parents, after 

you have read the above articles, please 

click on this link to answer 3 questions. 

https://goo.gl/forms/gtVFtqhL0fRaBnz62 

 

 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/gtVFtqhL0fRaBnz62


MARCH 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5 Inclusion 6 7 8 9 10
Assembly 10:10

Science 

Workshops

Gr 6 Basketball 

Tourney @ OKM

Grade 1/2/3 s Science 

Workshops

Grade 5s to 
Kenneth Oppel 

author visit

Grade 1/2/3 s

11 12  13 14 15 16 17
SPRING 

FORWARD! Intermediate Musical
Report Cards 

Home
Clocks ahead

 Treasure island

Don't be late for 
school on Monday!

Guidi Swan cast Richardson cast Mackay cast

12:30 show 12:30 show 12:30 show

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

SPRING BREAK
25 26  27 28 29 30 31

1 2  Notes:

RETURN TO SCHOOL 
APRIL 3

Attendance:  please always call or email if your child will be late or absent.  If you contact 
the teacher directly with a note or email, please always let the office know too! 250-870-
5139 or cle@sd23.bc.ca

Check out www.cle.sd23.bc.ca for our up-to-the-minute calendar!


